Ruth I. Lehman
December 27, 1934 - June 11, 2016

Ruth Lehman lost her battle with cancer on June 11th, 2016. Ruth was a strong, positive
role model to all who knew and loved her and she never let cancer change that.
Ruth was born on December 27th, 1934 in Mondovi, WI. She was the second of three
children born to Lawrence and Frances Hanson. She grew up in Eau Claire, but moved
back to Mondovi when she married Allen Lehman on May 26th, 1956. They just
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary this past May.
Ruth and Allen moved to a 90 acre hobby farm north of Mondovi in 1963 where they
raised their three children. They felt farm life would inspire in their kids family values, a
strong work ethic and a love of animals.
Ruth had many talents, one of them that she used often was cake decorating. She made
special cakes for all of her family’s birthday and anniversary celebrations. Perhaps her
favorite hobby was taking photographs of her family and friends and chronicling their
events in scrapbooks. Her scrapbooks fill a closet.
Ruth had a zest for life and always loved to try something new. She went to several
“camps”, skied, biked and even rollerbladed. Ruth was active in Mondovi’s Theatre group
and landed the lead in the longest running play at Fanny Hill’s dinner Theatre in Eau
Claire. She loved her church and community and was very active in both.
In 1987, Ruth purchased Arleen’s Shoppe. This fulfilled both her love of fashion and
owning her own business. She had many fun times at the store from putting on style
shows, to attending market, to creating the best costumes for Crazee Days. Women would
come from miles away just to have her help them find that perfect outfit for that special
occasion.
Twenty five years ago Ruth and Allen moved to their dream home in town, complete with a
swimming pool. It was a home built for entertaining which was another love of Ruth’s; she

did this with style and grace. Ruth and Al spent many wonderful years here with their
friends, kids and grandkids as the swimming pool was a great place to congregate.
Ruth was all about family and took a lot of wonderful trips with her two daughters including
a cruise, NYC, Hawaii and Italy. She also took several trips with her treasured group of
LNO friends who meant the world to her. She looked forward to her monthly “meetings”
with them. Any time she could, she spent time with her three grandchildren attending their
games and school events.
Ruth is survived by her husband, Allen, her three children, Cindy (Terry) Brenner of
Wausau, Jan Brenner of Eau Claire and Rick (Jean) Lehman of Eau Claire; three
grandchildren Lucas Lehman, Maggie and Mitch Brenner, and her two brothers, Jerry
Hanson and Jim Hanson. She is also survived by many nieces, nephews and other
relatives and friends.
She is preceded in death by her parents, Lawrence and Frances Hanson, and her
granddaughter Kaitlin Marie Brenner.
A memorial service will be held at Zion Lutheran Church, Mondovi on Friday, June 17,
2016 at 11 am with Pastor Paul Woebbeking officiating. A visitation will be held at Talbot
Family Funeral Homes - Mondovi Chapel on Thursday, June 16, 2016 from 4:00-7:00 pm
and then again at church from 10:00 am until the time of service.
Lastly, a special thank you to all of her wonderful friends and family who were a constant
source of strength for both Ruth and her family. The continual cards, flowers, food and
visits were unbelievable and appreciated more than you will ever know. She loved all of
you so much.
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Comments

“

Joan Yealey lit a candle in memory of Ruth I. Lehman

Joan Yealey - June 17, 2016 at 12:24 AM

“

TO ALLEN, JAN, CINDY, RICK, AND FAMILY DEEPEST SYMPATYIES JOE
SCHULTZ

JOSEPH SCHULTZ - June 16, 2016 at 07:58 PM

“

Dear Al and family,
We want to express our deepest sympathies in the loss of your wife and mother.
Please take comfort knowing that she is with her maker in heaven.
Philip and Deb Machmeier

Philip Machmeier - June 16, 2016 at 05:23 PM

“

Ruth is probably one of the classiest ladies I've ever met and had a laugh that could
light up your day. We had lots of fun times with her in our LNO Group - many laughs
that brought tears to our eyes :) - she just loved life and it certainly showed with that
great smile she always had. Ruth is an inspiration to all of us to live life to its' fullest
and enjoy every day. "Love you Ruth - won't ever forget you" Jean Weber

Jean Weber - June 16, 2016 at 12:18 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Ruth I. Lehman.

June 16, 2016 at 11:03 AM

“

Dear Allen and Family,
My sincere and deepest sympathies to you on the loss of your beloved wife and dear
mother. God richly blessed you for many years with Ruth; what a treasure He gave to
you!
I will always remember "Mrs. Lehman" as a Sunday School Teacher and also
Vacation Bible School Teacher. Her faith and love for Jesus showed through in what
she taught and how she taught it to the little lambs under her charge; the integrity of
her confession was absolutely brilliant. Her knowledge of the lessons was clearly
articulated in the way she presented the materials and in the way that she answered
the (many) questions that one of her students (me) always posed.
She loved her children, especially in her family and also in her classes; this was
evident in the way that she lived the Christ-like life – something also well-exhibited in
her interactions with the myriad of other people with whom she crossed paths. A
more gentle and loving teacher and considerate, compassionate Christian would be
difficult to find – at least from my perception. There is no doubt that she was a faithful
servant of the Lord used by Him to shape a future confessional/conservative
Lutheran Pastor in his theology as based in Scripture alone.
May the Lord be with you all as you mourn her passing and absence, and as you
rejoice in the new life in Jesus that she now enjoys in the presence of the Lord
around His throne and table in heaven forevermore. May your eyes also be focused
on Him alone as you live in Him, looking forward to eternal life in heaven. God be
with you all.
In Christ our Redeemer in Whom our faith is solely based,
Rev. & Mrs. Karl J. Heck & Family
Saint Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church
ACLC – Association of Confessional Lutheran Churches
113 WRM Drive, PO Box 766
Williamsburg, Iowa 52361-0766
"Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, 'Write: "Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their
labors, and their works follow them"'" (Revelation 14:13).

Rev. Karl J. Heck - June 16, 2016 at 11:00 AM

“

To Al and family:
I will always remember Ruth as an outgoing, kind, and friendly lady. She was a
wonderful neighbor and friend to my parents and always showed a sincere interest
in me when our paths crossed. May her strong Christian values uphold you during
this difficult time.
Sincerely,
Heidi Weber

Heidi Weber - June 16, 2016 at 08:09 AM

“

Ruth was always ready with a smile and that laugh that only she had, you always
knew where Ruth was in a crowd because of that amazing infectious laugh. To be
around Ruth was to be around energy and joy. I know that She is home with Jesus
where she belongs because of her strong love for Jesus, and I will see her again,
and we will laugh! Al, Cindy, Jan and Rick, may you all feel Gods arms wrapped
around you as you mourn and may you feel His strength in the days ahead.
With Love
Lisa Heike

lisa heike - June 15, 2016 at 09:15 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to Ruth's family. Although I didn't know her well, she always
said 'hi' and her smile was sincere! She was a beautiful lady inside and out! Prayers
to Al and family
Helen Danzinger

Helen Danzinger - June 14, 2016 at 08:16 AM

“

Ruth had an amazing relationship with her children... They are so lucky to have had
her as a mom! Our deepest sympathies...
Chris and Kathy

Kathy Heller - June 13, 2016 at 03:38 PM

