Robert "Bob" Hansen
August 12, 2019

Deacon Robert “Bob” John Hansen, 68, of Mondovi, passed away unexpectedly on
Monday, Aug. 12, 2019.
Bob was born to Norbert and Elizabeth (Burbach) Hansen, on Dec. 19, 1950, in La
Crosse, Wis. He was the third child of four children—three sisters: Kathy, Mary and Patty.
Bob graduated with a teaching degree from the University of Wisconsin-Platteville in 1973.
He taught middle school and coached at Lake Mills before moving to Marshfield to teach
physics at Marshfield High School. He later earned his Master’s Degree in Professional
Development, in 1987, from UW-Stout. Bob taught physics and math at Chippewa Valley
Technical College from 1983 until his retirement in 2011.
On July 2, 1983, Bob was united in marriage to Sara Jane Dieringer at Our Lady of Peace
Catholic Church in Marshfield, Wis. From this union, six children were born: Mitch, Heidi,
Isaac, Kateri, Annie and Elizabeth.
Bob and Sara made their home in Mondovi, Wis., where Bob became active in church
activities as a lay minister at Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church. He earned his
Master’s Degree in Theological Studies from the Institute for Religion and Pastoral Studies
and was ordained a Deacon in 2007.
Deacon Hansen ministered to those in the Tri-Parish communities of Durand, Lima and
Mondovi through funerals, adult and youth catechesis, weddings and baptisms He spent
countless hours serving the church and its parishioners, cherishing each of them like his
own family. He was currently serving as Prefect for Diaconal Life and Ministry in the
deacon formation program for the Diocese of La Crosse.
Bob loved telling a good story and enjoyed interacting with people of all ages. He was a
natural teacher and was always happy to help his children and their friends with their math
and physics homework.

He found happiness in his roles as husband, father and grandfather. This love was shown
through his dedication to providing for his family—there was nothing he wouldn’t do for
them.
He is survived by his wife Sara of Mondovi; six children, Mitch (Becca) of Cedarburg, Wis.,
Heidi of Lawrence, Kan., Isaac of Anchorage, Alaska, and Kateri, Annie and Elizabeth, all
of Mondovi; two grandchildren, Natalie and Peter; two sisters, Kathy (Tony) Cummings
and Patty (Mike) Jelinek; one brother-in-law, Sid Bateman; many nieces, nephews, other
relatives and dear friends.
Bob was preceded in death by his parents; sister, Mary; and other relatives and friends.
A visitation will be held at Talbot Funeral Home, in Mondovi, from 4 to 8 p.m on Thursday,
Aug. 15. The Mass of Christian Burial will be held at Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic
Church, in Mondovi, on Friday, Aug. 16, at 11 a.m., with visitation one hour prior to Mass.
The Rosary will be said at 10:30 a.m. Burial will follow in Sacred Heart Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, Deacon Hansen and his family request Masses be celebrated in his
name
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Comments

“

I was deeply saddened to hear about Bob. We both worked at CVTC about the same
time. He was such a kind person. You have my deepest sympathies in your loss.
May you feel surrounded with God's love and may He give you peace.
Sue Abing

Sue Abing - August 16 at 01:24 PM

“

All of us at St. Anthony Spirituality Center got to know Deacon Bob through his work
with the Diocese of LaCrosse Deacon Formation and LFI program hosted here at St.
Anthony's. We were so sorry to hear the news of his death and will hold all of his
family in prayer. Peace, All Good, and Many Blessings to all of you from all of us at
St. Anthony's.

Lori Randall - August 16 at 11:14 AM

“

Attended high shool with Bob in Mauston. He was a good friend, athlete, and
student. My sympathies and prayers for his cherished family.

Sandy Hanson Bonner - August 15 at 07:23 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Bob’s passing. I dated Bob my Freshman year at UWPlatteville.
He was always a gentleman. Terri Erickson Cox

Terri Cox - August 15 at 11:01 AM

“

Where to begin... Although I only had the privilege of knowing Deacon Hansen for
four years, it is I that am truly blessed from his life! When I first met Deacon I liked
him very much but thought at times he could be harsh. There were times I would
question him on difficult or sensative topics. He would patiently explain things to me
and the reasoning and tradition behind it. Of course me being stubborn, I would think
he was wrong in this one area and research and fact check to show him I was right.
Well, I was never right! Deacon was always spot on. I started to have a new found
respect and friend in Deacon.
I asked him one time why he does not always talk about the forgiving and loving
grace of Jesus all the time. I'll never forget what he told me. He said "If I fail to teach

about the consequences of sin at times, and I lose even one soul from heaven, I
have not done my job."... Sara, rest assured, your husband did his job!! I started to
read the catechism, bible, and other Catholic history books to gain a better deeper
knowledge and perspective of our faith and traditions. I quickly and shamefully
started to see how much I had forgotten as a cradle Catholic over the decades and
started to truly understand how everything is tied together and backed up by
scripture.
Four years later I can truthfully say Deacon saved my soul. I am a better man,
christian, Catholic, and husband because of your husband Sara. His life and
friendship to me will never be forgotten. His work and knowledge he shared with me
now lives in me. I was fortunate enough to thank him for the difference he made in
my life. Of course Deacon would take no credit, he said "it's not me but the Holy
Spirit that did the work". I had the chance to talk with him in length at our last meeting
together on Wednesday. We talked about his cancer. He said he was at peace with it
if the Lord calls him home. He said although he would like more time he knew that
some good will come from this. I'm sure he's looking down at us right now thinking
"guys, you have no idea what your missing up here, its awesome!"
May the blessings and grace of God be with you and your family during this time.
May the Holy Spirit be with you and guide you. Your husband, Deacon Bob Hansen
will be forever missed.
Vince Elko
Vincent Elko - August 15 at 09:09 AM

“

Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Robert "Bob"
Hansen.

August 14 at 10:27 PM

“

I always loved talking to Deacon Hansen at the Deacon events when I work for
Diocese of La Crosse. He will be missed. My thoughts and prayers are with the
family. May He Rest In Peace Therese Boisvert

Therese Boisvert - August 14 at 08:47 PM

“

Just learned of Bob's passing. Scared Heart parish will not be the same without him.
A fine member of the community. One of a kind! I am all the better to have known
him. Sara, I hope you find peace with your memories him.
Rick Fahnel

Rick Fahnel - August 14 at 05:39 PM

“

I'm sorry to hear about Deacon Bob passing away. It was a shock to hear. He was a
nice guy to talk to after mass and during the festivals. Sympathy to the family during
this difficult time.

Patti Blount - August 14 at 05:18 PM

“

Dn Bob’s death is great loss for the TriParish and everyone of us. Though I am in
India my heart is with the family. I am praying for the repose of his soul and the
family. Rest In Peace. Father Bosco. Deacon was a wonderful man and he never
said no to me for the Parish activities. I pray that the good Lord be with family and
give the strength to the family to accept this loss. God bless the family.

Father Bosco - August 14 at 07:38 AM

“

I only had the opportunity to meet Deacon Bob a few times at St. Mary’s Church here
in Altoona WI! He was always very kind and knowledgeable! Sara and family May
your memories comfort you in the days ahead!
Cindy Melgard

Cindy Melgard - August 13 at 10:19 PM

“

Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Robert
"Bob" Hansen.

August 13 at 10:10 PM

“

Sending prayers to the family. So sorry for your loss.

Duane and Kathy Kussrow - August 13 at 09:25 PM

“

Bob, Mary and Patty lived right next door to us on Suszycki Dr in Mauston. Along
with their parents they were very good neighbors and friends. Bob is remembered by
our high school class as a great guy, good basketball player and always fun to have
along. It is wonderful to see all of his successes, loving family and friends. Our
sympathies to his family. John and Nancy (Baldwin) Klabough.

nancy baldwin klabough - August 13 at 08:49 PM

“

Our Deepest Sympathy to the Hansen family. Rick and Estella Bauer

Esella Bauer - August 13 at 06:54 PM

“

Dn. Hansen’s death is great loss for TriParish and everyone of us. Though I am in India my
Heart is with family and praying for the repose of his Soul and praying for the family. He
was prepared to see the Heavenly Father. Rest In Peace. Father Bosco from India
Father Bosco - August 14 at 04:49 AM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of Robert "Bob" Hansen.

August 13 at 05:39 PM

“

Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers was purchased for the family of Robert "Bob"
Hansen.

August 13 at 04:09 PM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Robert "Bob"
Hansen.

August 13 at 04:03 PM

“

I'm from Rock Falls, but when I went to the tri parish services I loved his homilies.
Just talked with him a couple months ago at Hope Gospel. Prayers are said for the
family during this sad time.

Nadine Schuh - August 13 at 01:56 PM

“

Heartfelt Condolences to Sue and the family of Brother Deacon Bob. May a Legion of
Angels escort him to Paradise!

Deacon Ray Draeger - August 13 at 11:33 AM

“

I had the privilege of meeting Dcn. Bob several years back when I visited for a
formation weekend and experienced first-hand the excellent diaconate formation
program in the Diocese of La Crosse. Dcn. Bob has been a mentor, friend, teacher
and a witness of true service to our men here in the Diocese of Madison. He will be
deeply missed by many.

Sending our love and the assurance of our prayers for Dcn. Bob and your family in
this time of loss. May our hearts be comforted in the promise and pledge of eternal
life that Dcn. Bob believed in with all his heart.
With sympathy,
Rev. Michael Radowicz
Director, Office of the Permanent Diaconate
Diocese of Madison, Wis.
Rev. Michael Radowicz - August 13 at 08:41 AM

“

So sorry for your loss, our deepest sympathy to the family.

Theresa Prissel - August 12 at 11:07 PM

“

My deep sympathies go out to Bob's family at the news of his death. I had the
pleasure of working with him at CVTC in the Studies Skills Center for four years. He
had a great sense of humor and a compassion for his students. He will be missed.
God bless his family and the memories of a good man.

Sharol Molland - August 12 at 08:55 PM

“

When I first introduced myself to Deacon Hansen it was at Hope Gospel Mission in
Mondovi. I had heard his sermons up until then but being somewhat new to
Mondovi/Wisconsin I hadn’t introduced myself. He was with his beautiful daughter. I
thought they were shopping but turned out they worked there, he was so personal.
One of my favorite homilies, at Sacred Heart of Jesus in Mondovi, is when he pointed
to Jesus on the Crucifix and said, “listen to him”. Another is when he talked about his
neighbor who he clearly respected and loved and he wasn’t catholic – just an
example of being a caring Christian. I don’t know who you are, but I know he
appreciated you as he mentioned you quite often.
Deacon took the time to listen to our problems, trivial as they may be. One of the last
things I said to him, just last week, was “don’t you get tired of listening to trivial
things/issues, when you’re fighting cancer”? He said no, he hopes God’s hand will
guide him in what to do and how to handle everything. He always had faith in God’s
will.
My heart hurts for his family and his flock. But I will take away from this his everending belief and faith in God, his more than patience with listening to me and my
first world problems, and his love of his family.

I was truly lucky to be in his presence for a short period of time. He was very smart,
very faithful and very lovely to us. That is a rare quality to find in a person.

Sally Elko
Sally Elko - August 12 at 08:52 PM

