Willard E. Graese
November 17, 1932 - February 16, 2017

Willard Erwin Graese of Mondovi, WI passed to his eternal home on Thursday, February
16, 2017 at the age of 84 after losing his long battle with Cancer.
Willard was born on the family farm in Kirchayn, WI on November 17, 1932, the second of
four children born to Albert and Elsie (Hardt) Graese.
Willard was baptized and confirmed in his faith at David Star Lutheran Church. He
attended David Star Evangelical Lutheran School. With the passing of his father he had to
quit school and work outside the family farm to help take care of his mother and the family.
In Willard’s late teen years, at the age of seventeen he contracted Infantile Paralysis
(Polio). He was paralyzed from the chest down, measured for an iron lung and never was
expected to walk again. Due to a miracle from God he recovered with some damage to his
lungs, stomach muscles and leg muscles.
A few years after his recovery Willard bought and operated two fuel delivery trucks for TriPar Oil Company in Cedarburg, WI.
On June 22, 1957 he was united in marriage to Ruth Baumgart at David Star Evangelical
Lutheran Church. Their marriage was blessed with three children Kathryn, Roger and
Randall.
In May of 1959 Willard purchased the Mileage Service Station in Mondovi, WI from Ole
Evenson. Willard, Ruth and daughter Kathryn (6 months old), along with the two fuel
trucks, moved from Cedarburg, WI to Mondovi. Pastor and Mrs. Hemer from Trinity
Lutheran Church (now Zion) which was just across the street from the Mileage Station
welcomed them with open arms to Mondovi. Willard owned and operated the Mileage
station and started his own fuel route employing many high school students. Along with
the station and fuel route, he sold Christmas trees for many years donating two of the
biggest most beautiful trees to the church. During the 60’s, Willard joined the Mondovi

Businessmen’s Association of which he became President. With the help of Don Wiseman
they were instrumental in bringing a hospital to Mondovi, they implemented bicycle
inspections for the children to keep them safe when riding their bikes, among many other
acts helping out small town businesses. Willard enjoyed being a part of the
Businessman’s pancake breakfasts to raise money for Mondovi. He also played Santa
Clause during the Christmas season.
Willard later purchased rights to a trucking company which grew from one truck to a fleet
of more than twenty trucks. He started hauling livestock, added seed corn for Jacques
Seed Company, Prescott, WI. He hauled the seed corn from the fields at harvest time and
to the seed dealers during the winter and spring. Willard also hauled hay and grain for
many of the local farmers. His semi trucking took him to many states including Canada.
After selling most of his trucks, he was down to one and spent the last six years hauling
for Walmart on a dedicated route. In 2001 he was forced into retirement due to the
deterioration of his muscles called Post-Polio Syndrome.
Willard was a loving husband and father who took great pride in his family and all of his
accomplishments. He will be missed. WCFW 105.7 FM has lost a faithful, longtime listener
from 5:30 am-8:00 am every morning. Willard loved the old time polkas.
A special thank you to the Mondovi Ambulance Service for taking such good care of
Willard, to Mayo Hospice Care Team Members; Brenda, Amanda, Matty and Nancy who
assured us we were not alone and to Pastor Paul Bittner for his special visit and words of
comfort.
Willard is survived by his loving wife Ruth of almost 60 years, daughter Kathryn (Norman
Bauer-Deceased), two sons Roger (at home) and Randall (Gail). He is also survived by a
brother-In-law Erwin Schmidt and niece Debra (Mike Ladwig) along with many other
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents Albert and Elsie Graese,
parents-in-law Fred and Ann Baumgart, dear sister Betty (1-4-17), two brothers Elroy and
Marvin Graese.
A memorial service celebrating Willards life will held at Zion Lutheran Church Mondovi, WI
on Saturday March 11, 2017 at 12:00 Noon with Pastor Paul Woebbking officiating. A
visitation will be prior to the service at 10:00 am until the Celebration of life.

Events
MAR
11

Memorial Gathering10:00AM - 12:00PM
Zion Lutheran Church
Mondovi, WI, US, 54755

MAR
11

Memorial Service12:00PM
Zion Lutheran Church
Mondovi, WI, US, 54755

Comments

“

I have so many wonderful memories of Willard. He was always such a wonderful
soul, always with a warm smile. I feel so blessed to have known him and always
considered him to be family. He will be missed greatly by so many but we are so
lucky that God created such a wonderful human being with so many strengths and
admirable attributes. -Angie Bauer Williams

Angela Bauer Williams - March 27, 2017 at 04:47 PM

“

Ruth and family--David and I are sympathetic for your loss of Willard. We also will
miss his visits as he crossed over the street with Maggie (while back) on his tractor.
David and Willard had lotza conversation--serious or not so serious-- and laughs.
That will be missed. You are blessed with the memories he left you with. God Bless.
David and Rosemary

david and rosemary - March 12, 2017 at 07:24 PM

“

Deb and Mike Ladwig and Erwin Schmidt purchased the Crystal Cross Bouquet for
the family of Willard E. Graese.

Deb and Mike Ladwig and Erwin Schmidt - March 06, 2017 at 11:14 AM

“

Prayers and sympathy go to your family at this very difficult time

sharie furst - March 01, 2017 at 06:16 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to the entire family on the loss of your father, Willard. Special
sympathy to Roger, my classmate and God's dear child through the years at Zion
and also in school. Likewise to Randy who was only a couple grades (I think) behind
me. May the Lord bless you all as you live in the one, true, and saving faith,
unashamed of the truth of Holy Writ, boldly confessing it, looking forward to
everlasting life in heaven with all the redeemed of the Lamb.
"Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, 'Write: "Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their
labors, and their works follow them"'" (Revelation 14:13).
Rev. & Mrs. Karl J. Heck
209 Valley Road
Williamsburg, IA 52361-9639

Rev. Karl J. Heck - February 27, 2017 at 04:31 PM

“

Kathryn Bauer lit a candle in memory of Willard E. Graese

Kathryn Bauer - February 26, 2017 at 05:03 PM

“

Kathryn Bauer lit a candle in memory of Willard E. Graese

Kathryn Bauer - February 26, 2017 at 04:29 PM

