Sonja M. Fernholz
September 4, 1958 - July 5, 2021

Sonja M. Fernholz, age 62, of Hager City, WI passed away unexpectedly on Monday, July
5th, 2021.
She was born in Winona, MN on September 4, 1958 and attended K-12 school at Alma
Area Schools. She married Stephen Fernholz on November 29, 1975 in Alma, WI. They
purchased the Alma Hotel in 1979 where they continued the family business for 20 years.
Sonja was best known for her home cooking, award winning apple pie, great customer
service, and willingness to always go the extra mile for people needing help. After 20
years, Sonja and Steve sold the Alma Hotel and she spent the next 21 years working at
Treasure Island Resort & Casino. During her time at the casino she spent most of her time
as a slot supervisor and later moved to a casino host where she was in her element
laughing, joking, helping guests, and getting to know each person she came in contact
with.
Sonja’s passions were visiting with friends, helping others, and spending time with family
and grand dog Cooper. She loved to look up new recipes, make new dishes, desserts,
and canned goods. Her greatest joy was her son Daniel who she was proud of and loved
deeply.
Sonja was a loving wife, mom, mother-in-law, aunt, sister, and friend. Her radiant smile,
big laugh and welcoming presence will be missed by many.
Sonja is survived by her husband Stephen and son Daniel (Jennifer) Fernholz, sisters
Betty (Glen) Corum, Marlet (David) Berg, brothers Orlyn (Karla) Hoksch, Daryl (Cheryl)
Hoksch, and brother-in-law Allan Wick. She is preceded in death by Eileen & Ewald
Hoksch, Ardys (Loren) Fimian, and Sharon Wick.
The family will be having private arrangements. We would like to thank everyone for your
thoughts and prayers.
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30
Scenic Rivers Cremation Center is assisting the family with arrangements

Comments

“

Steve, Dan and Jen, and all of Sonja’s family - Our thoughts and prayers are with
you at this time

Bob and Judy Carothers - July 14 at 08:47 AM

“

To the family of Sonja Fernholz
My deepest sympathy goes out to all of you!
I was so shocked to hear the news! I have so many fun memories of Sonja and
Steve ! To name a few bowling tournaments were fun - never a dull moment! She
loved short sheeting our beds!! Camping was also fun lots of good food fun and
laughter! I loved painting with her at my house or the hotel! I’d scream if I saw a
spider on the wall I was painting - Sonja would say paint over him if you can it adds
texture to the walls ! Sonja was full of life and a hard worker! May she Rest In Peace
!
She will be missed!
God Bless all of her family and friends as they remember Sonja!!
Diane Schultz and Richard Mueller
Your memories are

Diane Schultz - July 12 at 12:30 PM

“

Dawn Rieck lit a candle in memory of Sonja M. Fernholz

Dawn Rieck - July 11 at 08:07 PM

“

Sonja was a person that had a great sense of humor and worked well with people of
all ages. She was shocked when I hired her as our assistant girls' basketball coach.
About midway through the season, she told me that she couldn't believe I hired her
for the job. I told her that I hired her because she had a great way with the kids that
worked for her at the Hotel, and she proved herself to me and the girls that played on
her team. She learned what she needed to know about coaching basketball to help
the girls, and taught them a lot about life skills needed for success. I told her that she
would have made a great teacher. With a look that told me she was thinking, "Are
you crazy?" She smiled, thanked me for believing in her as she quietly left my office.
Sonja was a great hire for that position! And she played an important role in the
development of many young people. My thoughts and prayers are with all of you as
you celebrate her life.

Steve Sedlmayr - July 10 at 11:43 PM

“

Dinah Marking lit a candle in memory of Sonja M. Fernholz

Dinah Marking - July 09 at 03:41 PM

“

Coleen M Ball lit a candle in memory of Sonja M. Fernholz

Coleen m Ball - July 09 at 02:27 PM

“

It's so hard to lose those exceptional people everyone loved and considered special.
We're very fortunate to have great memories they have shared with us.
Wishing you our deepest sympathy and the strength to endure this difficult loss.
With Love,
Maureen and Jim

James Long - July 09 at 02:00 PM

“

There are no words to describe what a wonderful friend Sonja was. I was blessed by
her generosity and learned something from her every day. She was never successful
at teaching me to cook but she sure tried! I will miss our lunch and dinner dates but
most of all I will miss her laughter. Rest easy my dear friend.

Angela Shefveland - July 09 at 01:18 PM

“

She wasn't with us very long but we all enjoyed her company and are so sorry
of her passing. We will miss her and all that could have been knowing her.
Prairie View Senior Living
Hager City, WI

Prairie View Senior Living - July 09 at 10:27 AM

“

I only knew Sonja for about 6 weeks, when she and Steve moved into Praire View Sr.
Living apartments. What a kind soul she was. We had a 4th of July party and she
couldn't do enough! We met her Granddog Cooper, who she really adored. So very
sorry for your lose! We miss her and know she is at peace. Love, Barb Place

Barb Place, a neighbor at P.V.S.L. - July 09 at 10:09 AM

“

Fernholz Family,
May God give you comfort during this difficult time. Remember the times shared and
she will live in your hearts always!
Sonja was a great person, full of life and brought joy to all around her. Her smile was
warming and her laughs contagious!
Steve you two made a great team at the Alma Hotel & in general. Inspiration to us all.
Our hearts go out to all of you!
Heartfelt Sympathy
Corey & Kati Hanson & son’s

Kati Hanson - July 09 at 09:48 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Steve, Dan,Jen and rest of family. We had so many great
memories at the Alma hotel! Sonja would do anything for anyone especially kids.
Sonja will be greatly missed Hugs to the family.

Jim & Kathryn - July 09 at 08:43 AM

“

Our deepest sympathies. She was a great fun and kind person and have many good
memories from high school to her days at the Alma hotel.

patty jansma - July 09 at 07:26 AM

“

I'm so sorry, saddened and shocked to hear of the untimely passing of Sonja. Sonja
was a classmate of mine in Alma. What I always remember about Sonja was her zest
for life and her laugh; and how she could make everyone around her laugh as well.
When Steve and Sonja owned the Alma Hotel she always greeted me by name
whenever I came in, and asked me how things were going.
She will be missed by many.
Rest in Peace Sonja.
Bruce C. Schultz.

Bruce C. Schultz - July 09 at 12:59 AM

“

I’m so saddened to hear about the passing of Sonja. Sonja was a classmate of mine and a
good friend through our school years. She was always full of life and enjoyable to be
around. My thoughts and prayers are with the family during this difficult time.
Rest In Peace Sonja.
Ruth Sinz
Ruth Sinz - July 10 at 10:06 AM

“

Tina Loewenhagen lit a candle in memory of Sonja M. Fernholz

Tina Loewenhagen - July 08 at 09:57 PM

“

Wayne And Marilyn Wick lit a candle in memory of Sonja M. Fernholz

Wayne and Marilyn Wick - July 08 at 09:02 PM

“

I was Sonia's cousin, but never knew her very well as she was quite a few years younger
then me. But I did stop in at the Alma Hotel a few times when she was in there & had a nice
visit with her. I was close friends to Ardes, Betty, & Orlen, as they were more my age. Sorry
for every ones loss. May God help you thru this trying time. God bless everyone from
Donna (Grotjahn) Ferguson
DonnaFerguson - July 14 at 03:47 PM

