Bernie M. Bauer
August 15, 1931 - March 15, 2014

Bernie Bauer age 82 of Mondovi, WI passed away March 15, 2014 at the Critical Care
Mayo Hospital Eau Claire, WI, with his family by his side. His passing was due to
complications from heart surgery. He was born August 15th, 1931 in Hazel Green, WI. The
son of Clarence and Lucille (Miller) Cullen. Bernie’s mother passed away during child birth
when his youngest brother was born. When he was three years old, family circumstances
forced his father to relinquish him and his three brothers Paul, Francis and Jack to the St.
Michael Orphanage in La Cross, WI. He was adopted at age eight by Leo and Christine
(Bremmer) Bauer and came to live in Mondovi, on a farm at that time. Bernie graduated
from Mondovi High School in 1949. He married the love of his live, Geri Olson on October
25th 1952 and to this union, three children were born Kim, Kerry and Kelly. Bernie enlisted
in the army in 1954 and was honorably discharged in1956. He served in Salzburg, Austria.
Bernie worked as a farmer most of his life, acquiring nine farms. He also owned and
operated Bernie’s Bar in Eleva. Bernie was a Senior VP of Primerica. He was also an
Auctioneer and a Realtor. Most recently Bernie and Geri worked together as Coordinators
for International Student Exchange program. Bernie was a lifelong member of the Sacred
Heart Catholic Church, the VFW and the Knights of Columbus in Mondovi. His hobbies
included reading, dancing, traveling internationally, watching Judge Judy, telling jokes and
dining out with his wife. Bernie is survived by his loving wife Geri Bauer married for 61
blissful years. Daughters Kim Stanton from Mondovi; son Kerry (Cindy) Bauer from
Mondovi; daughter Kelly (Fred) Paul of Menomonee Falls; grandson Casey (Sara)
Stanton; granddaughter Julia (Derek) Buchholz, grandson Tom Paul; great grandson Levi
Buchholz; sister in law Joanne Brion Strum, sister and brother in law Roger and Orrine
Obrien and Mike and Rachel Olson Strum and Bob and Kathy Olson from Augusta and
special Cousin Walter Bauer of Minneapolis, MN; Many special cousins, nieces and
nephews. Bernie was preceded in death by parents Leo and Christine Bauer and
Clarence and Lucille Cullen; father and mother in law Orrie and Julia Olson; twin
granddaughters Melissa and Tricia Stanton. Brothers Paul, Frank and Jack Cullen. Brother
in laws Joe Klimek and Walter (Bud) Brion. . A memorial gathering will be at Talbot Family
Funeral Homes in Mondovi on Thursday March 20 at 4:00PM to 7:00PM. A memorial
mass will be held at Sacred Heart Catholic Church on Friday March 21 at 11:00AM with an

hour of visitation prior. Condolences and memories may be shared with the family at http://
www.talbotfuneralhomes.com

Comments

“

So sorry to hear, Geri. We haven't seen you in years, but always have had fond
memories of the two of you. Bless you & your family. Our sympathy,
Jim & Patti Rose

Patti Rose - April 05, 2014 at 08:16 AM

“

Bernie was just an all around great guy. He was so happy and upbeat whether we
saw him and Geri in the grocery store, or when they stopped at our greenhouse
business. His smile and positive attitude were infectious. Our deepest sympathies to
the Bauer family. Bernie will truly be missed not only by us, but the entire Mondovi
community.
Kerry and Lori Falkner

kerry and Lori Falkner - March 27, 2014 at 07:43 PM

“

Bernard and I were always very close while we were growing up. We lived only 1/4
mile away and saw each other everyday. With Uncle Leo being a favorite uncle of
mine, it was easy to have Bernard as a close cousin and friend, he always had a
positive outlook on life. Later as we both found our girls, we double dated: Bernard
and Geri, Mary and I. We had many good times.
We stayed in touch, even more after Mary passed. Nancy and I would visit Mondovi
and continue our good times together.
Bernard will be missed by me and many others. I was honored to be mentioned as
someone special in Bernard's life because he was so special and important in my
life. Thank you Bernie for all the love and great moments, you will be missed.
Wally Bauer

wally bauer - March 25, 2014 at 07:34 PM

“

Hi Gerry,
So sorry to hear about your loss. What a great guy! Always the one with the car, and
wiling to drive. Our sympathy and prayers are with you. Love, Carol and Jim Matson

Carol Matson - March 22, 2014 at 10:44 AM

“

Hi Gerry,
We are so sorry for your loss. Bernie was a great guy. Always the one with the car.
You are in our prayers at this difficult time. Love, Carol and Jim Matson

Carol Matson - March 22, 2014 at 10:39 AM

“

Sending my heartfelt and sincere sympathy to your family.

Janet Amundson - March 20, 2014 at 09:17 PM

“

Gerri and Family My GOD Bless You durning these difficult times.
cousin John Girolamo

John Giroloamo - March 20, 2014 at 07:22 PM

“

Sheri Arneson/Matt Stifter lit a candle in memory of Bernie M. Bauer

Sheri Arneson/Matt Stifter - March 20, 2014 at 08:54 AM

“

I will never forget what a wonderful man and neighbors Bernie and Geri were. I lived
right next door and was blessed with 7 wonderful years owning a home so close to
them. I remember one hot and humid day, I had just about enough for the day and
Bernie came around the corner with a smile on his face and said my you really are
doing a great job, that's all I really needed that little bit of encouragement and before
you knew it I had the flower bed weeded and plants transplanted. Then another time
I was painting my deck, oh was that a job, if it could go wrong it seemed like it DiD. I
had just started painting the rails with primer, and then around the corner of the
house Bernie walked up, I didn't hear him coming and as far as I knew I was the only
one around, I must have jumped three feet and all he said was good morning. I think
I might have scared him just as bad, he apologized and so did I. He said after, Hard
at work again I see, I said yes I am I want to get the painting done, so I can put my
feet up after work instead of painting until dark. He responded, Look at it this way
when you go to sleep you won't have to count sheep. Of course I laughed and told
him lately I don't even think my head touches the pillow and I am already snoring. His
response, in that Bernie way, You don't snore do you? with that little chuckle of his,
he went into the garage.
Lots of love to everyone in his family, he sure will be missed.
You'll be in my prayers,
Julie Wheeler

Julie Wheeler - March 20, 2014 at 05:00 AM

“

Robert And Debra Pavelski lit a candle in memory of Bernie M. Bauer

Robert and Debra Pavelski - March 19, 2014 at 07:09 PM

“

Dear Geri & Family - Very sad to hear the loss of your wonderful husbank & father.
So very many great memories of the times Ed & I spent w/all of you Ed always was
ready to talk w/Bernie about their Army stints in Austria & Germany. We all sure had
a Beautiful Life w/Wonderful Family. God Bless & keep all you precious family safe TiAmmo Always the Wiersgall Family xoxox

Stephanie Wiersgalla - March 19, 2014 at 06:32 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. What a fun guy he was. Always the one with the car. Our
sympathy and prayers. Carol and Jim Matson
Carol - March 22, 2014 at 01:40 PM

“

I always looked forward to seeing Bernie whether it was for business or pleasure.
Our condolences to the Bauer family. Heaven has inherited a Great One! Faye
(Winsand) and Carlis Stuber

Carlis Stuber - March 19, 2014 at 05:52 PM

“

I'm going to miss getting taken in by one of his pranks, and the ever famous monkey
joke! You have a whole new audience Bernie, I know you have them rollin in heaven!
Prayers and thought of love for the family.
Love you guys
Rose and Family

Rose Hawkins - March 19, 2014 at 03:28 PM

“

Gina Carr-Scallon lit a candle in memory of Bernie M. Bauer

Gina Carr-Scallon - March 18, 2014 at 08:15 PM

“

You are all in my thoughts and prayers during this difficult time in the loss of a husband and
father.
Gina
Gina Carr-Scallon - March 18, 2014 at 08:18 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Kelly Paul - March 18, 2014 at 11:16 AM

“

Dad always had a joke and a smile for everyone who came into his live. Our family is
so blessed to have so many fond memories of Dad. We now will continue to talk
about the memories, tell jokes, and leave a smile on everyone's face to make Dad
proud. Love and God Bless to all. Kelly (Bauer) Paul xxoo

Kelly (Bauer) Paul - March 18, 2014 at 10:55 AM

“

Scott And Linda Davis lit a candle in memory of Bernie M. Bauer

Scott and Linda Davis - March 18, 2014 at 10:52 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to Geri and family!! You are in my thoughts and prayers during
this difficult time. Bernie always had a smile on his face and made time for anyone
that wanted to chat!!
Sherri Koenig Larson

Sherri Koenig Larson - March 17, 2014 at 07:43 PM

